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SUB J : ISRAELI ACADEMICS DISCUSS 10 YEARS OF OCCUPATION 

1 . SUMMARY: CONCURRING THAT 10 YEARS OF OCCUPATION 
HAD NOTRFCOI INCHED THE WEST BANK ARABS TO A PERMANENT 
ISRAELI PRESENCE, PARTICIPANTS IN THE TRUMAN INSTITUTE 
SEMINAR ON THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES DIFFERED ON 

THE WISDOM OF CURRENT OCCUPATION POLICY. MOST CONCEEDED 
STRONG PLO INFLUENCE ON THE WEST BANK, BUT INSISTED 
A JORDANIAN OPTION EXISTED. UNEASE REGISTERED ABOUT 
POSSIBILITY OF PLO INVOLVEMENT OF NEW FUNDING 
ARRANGEMENTS. INTERESTING REMARKS ON ACTIVITIES 
OF POLITICAL PARTIES. END SUMMARY. 

2. ISRAELI ACADEMICS WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE 
TRUMAN INSTITUTE'S SEMINARY ON "JERUSALEM AND THE 
ADMINISTERED TERRITORIES 1967-77" ON JUNE 9 AT 

THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY DEALT WITH A NUMBER OF 
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SUBJECTS OF INTEREST RANGING FROM ISRAELI CONDUCT 
OF THE OCCUPATION TO THE ACTIVITIES OF HE WEST BANK 
COMMUNIST PARTY. 

3. THE JORDANIAN OPTION. CONCEEDING THAT 10 YEARS 
OF OCCUPATION HAD WON THE ISRAELIS FEW FRIENDS ON 
THE WEST BANK (IN CONTRAST TO INITIAL HOPEFUL 
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EXPECTATIONS), PARTICIPANTS FOUND EVIDENCE THAT 
WEST BANKERS STILL ENTERTAINED THE JORDANIAN OPTION 
AS A VIABLE ALTERNATIVE. DR. A. BAILY OF TEL AVIV 
UNIVERSITY POINTED TO EDITORIALS OF AL QUDS, THE 
VISITS OF WEST BANK MAYORS TO AMMAN, AND CONDOLENCES 
PUBLISHED ON DEATH OF QUEEN ALIA AS PROOFS OF 
STRONG, RESIDUAL PRO-HASHEMITE TIES. 

PROFESSOR AMNON COHEN (FORMERLY ARAB AFFAIRS ADVISOR 
TO THE MILGOV) AGREED THAT EXPONENTS OF A HASEMITE 
FEDERAL SOLUTION HAD GAINED GROUND DURING THE LAST 
YEAR AFTER THE PLO'S SETBACK IN LEBANON. HE NOTED 
THAT WEST BANK PUBLIC OPINION WAS VOLATILE AND 
ACCUSTOMED TO TAKING ITS CUES FROM ABROAD. 

4. CONDUCT OF THE OCCUPATION. COHEN DIFFERED WITH 
DR. M. NISSAN OF THE TRUMAN INSTITUTE ON THE SUCCESS 
OF THE OCCUPATION. DOWNPLAYING REPORTS OF DEMON 
STRATIONS AND OF BAD RELATIONS BETWEEN THE MILITARY 
GOVERNMENT AND MUNICIPALITIES, COHEN EXPRESSED A 
FEAR THAT THE PRESENT "NORMAL' 1 SITUATION MIGHT 

BE ADVERSELY AFFECTED BY ANY CHANGE IN POLICY 
(READ, A LIKUD CRACKDOWN.) NISSAN ARGUED THAT 
THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT HAS MISTAKENLY AGGRANDIZED 
THE POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MUNICIPALITIES 
AND SUGGESTED A MORE DIRECT ROLE FOR THE MILGOV 
IN DICTATING MUNICIPAL POLICY. 

5. TWIN CITY FUNDING. EMPHASIZING THE ROLE OF THE 
PLO IN THE TERRITORIES, MR. A. SELA, A GRADUATE 
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STUDENT AT TEL AVIV, ARGUED THAT FUNDS COMING FROM 
THE PERSIAN GULF REFLECTED A DECISION OF THE 
PALESTINIAN NATIONAL COUNCIL IN CAIRO TO MINIMIZE 
WEST BANK DEPENDENCE ON THE GOI. OTHER PARTICIPANTS 
QUESTIONED WHETHER FUNDS WOUULD ACTUALLY MATERIALIZE 
AND WHETHER JORDAN, THROUGH WHICH THE MAYORS AND 
MONEY HAVE TO PASS, WOULD COOPERATE IN A PLO PROJECT. 

6. ACTIVITIES OF WEST BANK PARTIES. COHEN 
DISMISSED AS SPORADIC AND INEFFECTIVE ALL POLITICAL 
PARTIES ON THE WEST BANK EXCEPT THE COMMUNIST. 
COMMUNISTS HE CHARACTERIZED AS WELL ORGANIZED AND 
HIGHLY MOTIVATED. HE GAVE THE HISTORY OF THEIR 
ACTIVITIES AS FOLLOWS: FROM 1967-69, THEY SOUGHT A 
RETURN OF THE WEST BANK TO JORDAN THROUGH PASSIVE 
RESISTANCE TO ISRAELI OCCUPATION; FROM 1969-72, 

THEY SOUGHT AN INDEPENDENT PALESTINIAN STATE 
THROUGH INDEPENDENT (I.E., UNCOORDINATED WITH PLO) 

ARMED STRUGGLE; FROM 1972 TO PRESENT THEY SOUGHT 
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INDEPENDENT PALESTINIAN STATE THROUGH COOPERATION 
WITH OTHER NATIONALIST ELEMENTS IN THE PALESTINIAN 
NATIOAL FRONT. DURING THIS LAST PERIOD AFTER INITIAL 
MILITARY OPERATIOS FAILED, COMMUNISTS RESTRICTED 
THEMSELVES TO POLITICAL ACTIVITY. WEST BANK 
COMMUNISTS, ACCORDING TO COHEN, TAKE THEIR ORDER 
FROM MOSCOW AND STRESS SHORT-TERM COMMON GOALS 
BETWEEN THEMSELVES AND PALESTINIANS NATIONALIST 
GROUP. 

7. COMMENT: THE CONCLUSION THAT THE KING'S INFLUENCE 

ON THE WEST BANK 

IS ON THE RISE SEEMS TO US BASED 

ON DUBIOUS EVIDENCE: EDITORIALS IN AL QUDS, A NEWS- 
PAPER WHOSE EDITOR IS THOUGHT, BUT INFORMED PEOPLE, 

TO RECEIVE SIGNIFICANT FINANCIAL SUPORT FROM THE 
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GOJ; TRIPS-AS YET, FRUITLESS-BY SOME MAYORS LATE IN 
1976 TO AMMAN AND NEWSPAPER MEMORIALS TO ALIA, A 
MINIMAL COURTESY SINCE MOST MAYORS REFUSED TO PAY 
CONDOLENCES IN PERSON. AT THE SAME TIME, WHAT IS 
IGNORED IS THE WEST BANK’S ALMOST UNANIMOUS SUPPORT 
FOR THE DECISIONS OF THE 13TH PNC, THE STRONG DESIRE 
BY WEST BANKERS TO ATTEND THE PNC AND THE MUNICIPALITIES' 
ALMOST FRENZIED RESPONSE TO THE TWIN CITY PROJECT 
FOR WHICH THE PLO IS GIVEN CREDIT. ALL THIS 
DESPITE THE PLO’S GRAVE SETBACK IN LEBANON. 

THE WEST BANK'S UNDENIABLE SUSCEPTIBILITY TO 
OUTSIDE PRESSURE MUST BE WEIGHED AGAINST WHAT WE 
SEE AS ORGANIC (I.E. FAMILIAL AND EMOTIONAL) 

LINKS TO THE PLO. THESE LINKS ARE IGNORED BY 
THE ISRAELIS WHO PREFER THE IMAGE OF THE PLO 
AS AN ALIEN, IMPOSED LEADERSHIP. SIGNIFICANTLY, 

ISRAELI ACADEMICS ALSO ASSUME THAT KING HUSSEIN 
WOULD AND COULD TAKE BACK THE TROUBLESOME WEST 
BANK ON ALMOST ANY TERMS. NO SPEAKER, FOR 
EXAMPLE, CONCERN HIMSELF WITH WHAT CONSTRAINTS 
EAST BANKERS AND, PARTICULARLY, THE ARMY MIGHT 
IMPOSE ON THE KING'S POLICY. LIKE A FATHER WITH 
A HEADSTRONG DAUGHTER, THE ISRAELIS INSIST THE 
NE'ER-DO-WELL SUITOR IS NOT REALLY DESIRED AND ASSUME THAT 
THE SAFE SOBER ONE IS EVER READY AND WAITING. 

NEWLIN 
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